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Community Building and  
Other Risky Behaviors 



What happens when you let people 
decide their own futures? 



What happens when we let our youth 
talk about what they need from  

their community? 
 





What happens when we trust our 
people to make good decisions? 



What happens if we don’t? 



Community as expert 

Inclusive Planning & Decision Making 

“Cities have the capability of providing 
something for everybody, only because, and 
only when, they are created by everybody.” 
Jane Jacobs 



Online engagement:  

Front Porch Forum and I-Neighbor 

Inclusive Planning & Decision Making 



Public engagement policies: Portland, Oregon 

Inclusive Planning & Decision Making 



Youth engagement 

Inclusive Planning & Decision Making 



Getting out into the community 

Inclusive Planning & Decision Making 



Values to actions 

 

Stories 

 

Themes 

 

Quality of 

Life 

 

Values 

Vision 

Compre-

hensive 

Plan 

Codes & 

Ordinances 

Land Use 

Changes 



Dot Voting and Sticky Notes 

Inclusive Planning & Decision Making 



What happens if pedestrians design 
our streets, sidewalks and places? 

 

“Forget the damned motor car and build the cities for lovers and friends.” 
Lewis Mumford 



 

“People built” paths… 



or the Halloween Street 



Or  
Main Streets… 



Bicycle and 
Pedestrian 
Planning 





Way-finding 



Walk Scores 
www.walkscore.com 

“Forget the damned motor car  
and build the cities for lovers 
and friends.” Lewis Mumford 



Grassroots Art Hops 



Indoor Farmers’ 
Markets 



Relax parking requirements 

http://www.wikithreads.com/ 

Supporting Local Businesses 



Public markets 

Supporting Local Businesses 



Neighborhood parties:  

Golden, Colorado town funding 

Shared Experience of Place 



Public art: 

Height Bonus for Projects that include Public Art 

Shared Experience of Place 



Celebration 

Shared Experience of Place 



Empowering the People 

 



Place-based learning- The Murmur Project 

Shared Experience of Place 



1) a deliberate, phased approach to instigating change;  

2) the presentation of local solutions for local planning 
challenges;  

3) short-term commitment and realistic expectations;  

4) low risk combined with possible high reward; and  

5) the development of social capital among citizens and 
of organizational capacity among public-private 
institutions, nonprofits, and their constituents.  

 
Mike Lydon, “Tactical Urbanism: Short term Action, Long Term Change,” 2011, 

http://patterncities.com/archives/175. 

 

Tactical Urbanism 

http://patterncities.com/archives/175


Tactical Urbanism 



Park(ing) Day 

Tactical Urbanism 



Reclaiming Main Streets 

Tactical Urbanism 



Open Streets 

Tactical Urbanism 



Tactical Urbanism 
Chair Bombing 



Tactical Urbanism 
Guerilla Gardening 



Supporting Local Business 

Micro-equity 



Supporting Local Business 

Buy local campaigns 



Supporting Local Business 

Local currency 



The 5-5-5 Group on Facebook 

The 555 is an informal social group interested in urban issues and how to improve the 
built environment. 555 references the address of the late great Jane Jacobs (555 
Hudson Street) where she lived while fighting some of the most important battles of 
New York City. 



Jane’s Walk 
Jane’s Walk Vision 
Walkable neighborhoods, urban literacy, cities planned for and by people. 



“One generation plants 
the trees, another gets 

the shade”(Chinese proverb) 



What do you think? 



1. What is your favorite ice cream? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

12%
12%

13%

0%

19%

17%

15%

12%

1. Vanilla 

2. Chocolate 

3. Coffee 

4. Mint chocolate chip 

5. Cherry Garcia 

6. Mocha chip 

7. Other 

8. I don’t like ice cream 



2. Where do you live? 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

12%

4%

6% 6%

43%

2%
2%

20%

5%

1. Camden 

2. Rockport 

3. Rockland 

4. Belfast 

5. Lincolnville 

6. Elsewhere in Midcoast Maine 

7. New Hampshire 

8. Vermont 

9. Elsewhere 



3. Have you ever served on a local 
government committee? 

1 2 3

41%

3%

55%

1. Yes 

2. No  

3. I can’t remember 



4. Where do you 
shop? 

1 2 3 4 5

63%

19%

5%
7%6%

1. I shop locally for 
almost all goods and 
services. 

2. I shop locally for only 
a few things. 

3. I mostly catalog shop 
except for groceries. 

4. I don’t shop. 

5. Other 



5. How concerned are you about the 
future of your community? 

1 2 3

63%

6%

31%

1. I am greatly concerned. 

2. I am somewhat concerned. 

3. I am not at all concerned. 



6. How much have you participated in 
community building activities in your 

community? 

1 2 3 4 5

23%

26%

16%

20%

15%

1. A tremendous amount 

2. A moderate amount 

3. An average amount 

4. A small amount 

5. Not at all 



7. Have you ever 
chair bombed? 

1 2 3 4

3% 6%
2%

90%

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. I am afraid to answer. 

4. I don’t remember (i.e. it was late and dark 
out.) 



8. Do you want to chair bomb? 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

49%

18%

13%

3%

8%
7%

3%

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Maybe 

4. Is this really anonymous? 

5. I’ll meet you later…we’ll talk. 

6. I am afraid to answer but see #4 above. 

7. None of the above. 

 



9. How often do you vote? 

1 2 3 4 5 6

69%

28%

1%1%0%
2%

1. Every election 

2. Almost every election 

3. Occasionally 

4. Almost never 

5. Never, although I am old enough to vote. 

6. I am not old enough to vote yet. 

 



10. Do you like to dance? 

1 2 3

72%

17%
12%

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Only if forced to. 



11. What is the primary 
way you get to work? 

1 2 3 4 5 6

8%

56%

4%

27%

2%3%

1. Walk 

2. Car alone 

3. Car pool 

4. Bicycle 

5. Work from home office 

6. I don’t work 



12. Have you met someone at Juice 
with whom you will network 

professionally? 

1 2 3

57%

38%

5%

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Not sure yet 



13. Did you enjoy your lunch? 

1 2 3

85%

3%
11%

1. Yes, it was delicious 

2. No 

3. I did not eat lunch. 



14. How useful was this session to you 
or your work? 

1 2 3 4 5 6

15%

22%

12%

7%

19%

25%

1. Extremely useful, I learned a lot. 

2. Moderately useful. 

3. Somewhat useful. 

4. A tiny bit useful. 

5. Not at all useful. 

6. I am not sure yet. 



15. How old are you? 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1%

7%

13%

5%

18%

30%

26%

1. Under 18 years 

2. 18-25 

3. 26-35 

4. 36-45 

5. 46-55 

6. 56-65 

7. 66 or over 



17. Do you want to learn 
more about  

Friends of Midcoast Maine 
and how we help 

communities become 
stronger more vibrant 

places? 

1 2 3

58%

27%

15%
1. Yes 

2. No  

3. Maybe 



“A certain amount of opposition is a 
great help to a man. Kites rise against, 

not with, the wind.” Lewis Mumford 

 



Thank you! 

Friends of Midcoast Maine 

5 Free Street 

Camden, Maine 04843 

(207) 236-1077 

www.friendsmidcoast.org 


